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12. — A Cyclopedia of Commerce and of Commercial Navigation. 
Edited by J. Smith Homans, Corresponding Secretary of the Cham- 
ber of Commerce for the State of New York, and Editor of " The 
Bankers' Magazine and Statistical Register " ; and by J. Smith 
Homans, Jr., B. S., Author of " An Historical and Statistical Sketch 
of the Foreign Commerce of the U. S." With Maps and Engrav- 
ings. New York : Harper and Brothers. 1858. 8vo. pp.2007. 

He who criticises this book unfavorably must aim his strictures at 
its omissions, and not at its contents. Some important omissions 
we have detected, and on some subjects which we expected to see 
largely treated, we find very little. But we have more than two 
thousand pages, with narrow margin, fine type, and double columns, 
entirely filled with valuable facts and statistics, comprising the history 
of commerce no less than its present condition. The range of titles 
includes countries, states, and seaports, commodities of merchandise, 
heads of mercantile law, maritime terms and equipments, and names 
of distinguished navigators. Many of the articles are highly elaborated 
treatises, with tabular statements. The work is peculiarly rich in fig- 
ures, and, wherever practicable, carefully arranged numerical details 
are furnished. So far as we know, M'Culloch's Dictionary is the only 
work with which it can be brought into comparison, and of this it has 
greatly the advantage, not only in its being parallel with the present 
time, but also in its copiousness, and still more in its adaptation to the 
wants of the American public. As a reference-book it will be of in- 
calculable worth, and its generous scope and skilful execution render it 
a monument of patient and well-directed industry, equally honorable to 
the accomplished editors and to the publishers whose enterprise has 
so liberally seconded their labors. 



13. — The Life of Thomas Jefferson. By Henky S. Randall, LL.D. 
In 3 volumes. New York : Derby and Jackson. 8vo. 

The American public are under very great obligations to Dr. Ran- 
dall for this work, and at the same time have strong reasons to find 
fault with the mode of its execution. Of materials to serve for the 
biography of Jefferson, it is a collection as full as could be desired, — 
over-full, say some critics, but we doubt whether any two readers could 
readily agree as to the portions to be omitted. Certainly we have 
never examined a memoir better adapted to place a great man before 
the world in the aspects in which he was seen by his family and his 
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intimate friends ; and though we have prolix extracts from his expense- 
book and his farm-diary, even they are characteristic extracts, and do 
their part toward completing the portrait. Then, too, — what is worthy 
of all praise, — Jefferson is to a great extent made his own biographer, 
and, wherever his letters or memoranda cover the ground of the narra- 
tive, they take its place. Viewed thus closely, Jefferson's private 
character becomes interesting and attractive far beyond our expecta- 
tion ; and yet he seems to us a man rather of good intentions than of 
lofty principles, — one whose nature recoiled from everything dishonor- 
able, but who was by no means capable of heroic virtue. He wins in 
this record our high respect, but falls short of our profound reverence. 

While Dr. Randall's work has many of the merits of autobiography, it 
has more than its usual one-sidedness and exaggeration. It wholly lacks 
the judicial character of history. The author enters, with the feelings 
of a contemporary leader of party, into all political questions, and advo- 
cates Jefferson's opinions and measures with an intenseness of rancor 
towards opponents of which the sage of Monticello himself exhibited 
few traces. He evidently misunderstands the Federalists as a party, 
and vilipends with even coarse abuse their greatest and best men, 
among whom none fares so ill at his hands, or is so grievously carica- 
tured, as the venerable Josiah Quincy. In not a single instance does 
he approach a generous appreciation of any political antagonist of his 
hero. 

Dr. Randall's style is perspicuous, but not graceful ; it ministers 
more to the unburdening of the author's, than to the delectation of the 
reader's mind, and sins not infrequently against the canons of grammar 
and of rhetoric. 



14. — The New American Cyclopcedia : a Popular Dictionary of Gen- 
eral Knowledge. Edited by George Ripley and Charles A. 
Dana. Vol. III. Beam — Browning. New York: D. Appleton 
& Co. 1858. 8vo. pp. 768. 

The articles that appear on the title-page as the first and last 
of this volume, might well be assumed as specimens of the style in 
which the work has thus far been executed. The article Beam fills 
six closely printed columns, and comprises a detailed account of the 
various shapes of cast-iron and wrought-iron beams, the different modes 
of laying them and filling them in, practised both in Europe and 
America, and the rules and methods for determining their power of 
resistance and support. The articles Browning contain the personal 
and literary biography of Elizabeth Barrett and Robert Browning, the 



